British Politics
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

What do you know of British Politics?
Who are the main parties and leaders, what are their policies and how are they elected?
This is the current composition of the House of Commons.
What percentage of the vote do you think some of the major parties received?
Party
Seats
Percentage of Vote
Conservative
331 (50.8%)
%
Labour
232 (35.7%)
%
Scottish National
56 (8.6%)
%
Liberal Democrat
8 (1.2%)
%
Democratic Unionist
8 (1.2%)
%
Sinn Féin
4 (0.6%)
%
Plaid Cymru
3 (0.5%)
%
Ulster Unionist
2 (0.3%)
%
UK Independence
1 (0.2%)
%
Green Party
1 (0.2%)
%
The British parliament is bicameral; there are two houses, the Commons and the Lords. Read these
two passages and insert a word into the correct spaces, either Lords or Commons

The House of

The House of

The House of
is the upper house of
the Parliament of the United Kingdom. Its main
role is to scrutinise bills that have been approved
by the House of
. It regularly
reviews and amends Bills from the
.
While it is unable to prevent Bills passing into
law, except in certain limited circumstances, it
can delay Bills and force the
to
reconsider their decisions. In this capacity, the
acts as a check on the House of
that is independent from the electoral
process

The House of
is the lower house of
the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. Although it does
not formally elect the prime minister, the
position of the parties in the House of
is of over-riding importance. By convention, the
prime minister is answerable to, and must
maintain the support of, the House of
.
The Sovereign appoints the person who has the
support of this House, or who is most likely to
command the support of the House—normally
the leader of the largest party in the
.
Since 1963, by convention, the prime minister is
always a member of the House of
,
rather than the House of

Adapted from Wikipedia.org

What do you know of the House of Lords? How are ‘peers’ selected? Which of the following sit in the
house?
Bishops of the Church of England (Lords Spiritual)
Hereditary Peers
Lords of Appeal in Ordinary (Law Lords)
Life Peers
Directly-elected Peers
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British Political Quotes
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Here are some quotes by well-known British politicians past and present. As you read them, underline
any words of phrases you are unfamiliar with. Can you infer their meanings from the context?
To those waiting with bated breath for that favourite media catchphrase, the U-turn, I have
only one thing to say: You turn if you want to. The lady's not for turning.
We must be mad, literally mad, as a nation to be permitting the annual inflow of some
50,000 dependants … As I look ahead, I am filled with foreboding. Like the Roman, I seem to see
"the River Tiber foaming with much blood".
Some of the jam we thought was for tomorrow, we've already eaten.
Tax cuts should be for life, not just for Christmas.
Under this Government, Britain will not return to the boom and bust of the past.
If this exit poll is right, I will publicly eat my hat on your programme.
We are not interested in the possibilities of defeat; they do not exist.
We shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the
hills; we shall never surrender.
Mine is the first generation able to contemplate the possibility that we may live our entire
lives without going to war or sending our children to war.
--Can you match the above quotes with the relevant politicians?
A

George Osbourne, current Chancellor of the Exchequer, October 2011

B

Tony Benn, then Minister of Technology, 1970

C

Winston Churchill, Prime Minister’s Radio broadcast, June 1940

D Margaret Thatcher’s speech to the Conservative Party Conference, 10 October 1980
E

Gordon Brown, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, November 1999

F

Queen Victoria, speaking of the Boer War, 1899

G MP for Wolverhampton Enoch Powell, address to the General Meeting of the local Conservative
Political Centre, April 1968
H Tony Blair, newly-elected Prime Minister, May 1997
I

Paddy Ashdown, former leader of the Liberal Democrats, on seeing the first official exit poll for
the 2015 General Election
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5a)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
EU Referendum Bill
This will pave the way for an in/out referendum on Britain's membership of the European Union.
David Cameron has promised to renegotiate Britain's relationship with the 28-member bloc and put
it to a public vote by 2017 at the latest. There is speculation it could be held as early as autumn
2016.
Full Employment and Welfare Benefits Bill
This bill, as the name would suggest, is designed to achieve full employment "and provide more
people with the security of a job". The aim is for two million more jobs and three million new
apprenticeships to be created. Ministers will be required to report annually to Parliament on their
progress. The legislation will also implement a planned reduction in the welfare cap - from £26,000
to £23,000, and freeze working-age benefits, tax credit and child benefit for two years. As part of the
government's welfare reforms, young people will be required to "earn or learn", with automatic
entitlement to housing benefit for 18-21-year-olds scrapped.
Childcare Bill
A Childcare Bill will include measures to help working people "by greatly increasing the provision of
free childcare". Under the proposals, parents in England would be entitled to 30 hours a week of
free childcare for their three- and four-year-olds, for 38 weeks of the year. Currently, they are
entitled to 570 hours of free early education or childcare a year, which works out as 15 hours each
week over the 38-week period.
Extremism Bill
This includes measures to tackle broadcasting of extremist material. The government wants to
strengthen the watchdog, Ofcom, so that it can take action against channels that transmit extremist
content. The legislation will also propose the introduction of banning orders for extremist
organisations who use hate speech in public places, but whose activities fall short of proscription. A
new power to allow police and local authorities to close down premises used to support extremism
will also feature. And employers will be able to check whether an individual is an extremist and
barring them from working with children.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (2b)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
Housing Bill
Plans to support home ownership and extend the right-to-buy scheme to 1.3 million social housing
tenants in England feature in a new Housing Bill. Under the plans, housing association tenants will be
able to buy the homes they rent at a discount. There will also be help for first-time buyers, with
200,000 starter homes made available to under-40s at a 20% discount. Both are commitments which
were included in the Conservatives' general election manifesto. The government says the bill will
increase the housing supply and ensure local people have more control over planning.
Energy Bill
Measures will be introduced to "increase energy security" and ensure there will be "affordable and
reliable energy for businesses and families". The government proposes to establish the Oil and Gas
Authority as an independent regulator, charged with regulation of domestic oil and gas recovery. It
would transfer responsibility for giving consent for any large onshore wind farms in England and
Wales from Whitehall to local planning authorities.
Immigration Bill
The government is promising to "control immigration" and put "hard-working British families first".
Its Immigration Bill is designed to support working people, clamp down on illegal immigration and
protect public services. Specifically, it will include a new offence of illegal working - with police given
the power to seize the wages paid to illegal workers as the "proceeds of crime". There are also
proposals to deal with unscrupulous landlords and to evict illegal migrants more quickly, while all
foreign criminals awaiting deportation will be fitted with satellite tracking tags. It will also become
an offence for businesses and recruitment agencies to hire abroad without first advertising in the UK
- a policy which featured prominently in Labour's election manifesto - and a new enforcement
agency will be set up to tackle what the prime minister called "the worst cases of exploitation"
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (4a)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
EU Referendum Bill
This will pave the way for an in/out referendum on Britain's membership of the European Union.
David Cameron has promised to renegotiate Britain's relationship with the 28-member bloc and put
it to a public vote by 2017 at the latest. There is speculation it could be held as early as autumn
2016.
Full Employment and Welfare Benefits Bill
This bill, as the name would suggest, is designed to achieve full employment "and provide more
people with the security of a job". The aim is for two million more jobs and three million new
apprenticeships to be created. Ministers will be required to report annually to Parliament on their
progress. The legislation will also implement a planned reduction in the welfare cap - from £26,000
to £23,000, and freeze working-age benefits, tax credit and child benefit for two years. As part of the
government's welfare reforms, young people will be required to "earn or learn", with automatic
entitlement to housing benefit for 18-21-year-olds scrapped.
Childcare Bill
A Childcare Bill will include measures to help working people "by greatly increasing the provision of
free childcare". Under the proposals, parents in England would be entitled to 30 hours a week of
free childcare for their three- and four-year-olds, for 38 weeks of the year. Currently, they are
entitled to 570 hours of free early education or childcare a year, which works out as 15 hours each
week over the 38-week period.
Energy Bill
Measures will be introduced to "increase energy security" and ensure there will be "affordable and
reliable energy for businesses and families". The government proposes to establish the Oil and Gas
Authority as an independent regulator, charged with regulation of domestic oil and gas recovery. It
would transfer responsibility for giving consent for any large onshore wind farms in England and
Wales from Whitehall to local planning authorities.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (4b)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
Immigration Bill
The government is promising to "control immigration" and put "hard-working British families first".
Its Immigration Bill is designed to support working people, clamp down on illegal immigration and
protect public services. Specifically, it will include a new offence of illegal working - with police given
the power to seize the wages paid to illegal workers as the "proceeds of crime". There are also
proposals to deal with unscrupulous landlords and to evict illegal migrants more quickly, while all
foreign criminals awaiting deportation will be fitted with satellite tracking tags. It will also become
an offence for businesses and recruitment agencies to hire abroad without first advertising in the UK
- a policy which featured prominently in Labour's election manifesto - and a new enforcement
agency will be set up to tackle what the prime minister called "the worst cases of exploitation"
Scotland Bill
The government will press ahead with further Scottish devolution as part of plans to deliver "a
strong and lasting constitutional settlement". The Scottish Parliament will be given new tax and
welfare powers, under the proposals. It follows the recommendations of the Smith Commission on
Scottish devolution.
Extremism Bill
This includes measures to tackle broadcasting of extremist material. The government wants to
strengthen the watchdog, Ofcom, so that it can take action against channels that transmit extremist
content. The legislation will also propose the introduction of banning orders for extremist
organisations who use hate speech in public places, but whose activities fall short of proscription. A
new power to allow police and local authorities to close down premises used to support extremism
will also feature. And employers will be able to check whether an individual is an extremist and
barring them from working with children.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (4c)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
HS2 Bill
The government is pressing ahead with legislation that will eventually enable work to start on the
£50bn HS2 high-speed rail link. Legislation which will give the government the legal powers to
construct and operate the London to Birmingham first phase of HS2 is going through Parliament. If it
progresses smoothly, it should receive Royal Assent around the end of 2016, with work beginning on
the project in 2017, with a finishing date of 2026.
Investigatory Powers Bill
"New legislation will modernise the law on communications data," the speech said. An Investigatory
Powers Bill will revive plans to give intelligence agencies new tools to target communications data branded a "snooper's charter" by critics. The government says it will equip the police intelligence
agencies with the tools to keep people safe.
line
Trade Unions Bill
The main elements of the Bill are a 50% voting threshold for union strike ballot turnouts, and a
requirement that 40% of those entitled to vote must back action in essential public services - health,
education, fire and transport. Time limits will also be introduced on a mandate following a ballot for
industrial action. The government says the aim is to ensure that strikes are the result of "clear,
positive and recent decisions" by union members as well as ensuring that disruption to essential
public services has a democratic mandate. There will also be the introduction of "a transparent optin process for the political fund element of trade union subscriptions", along the lines of the
Northern Ireland system.
Education and Adoption Bill
This bill is designed to raise standards in schools. Under the plans, new powers would be brought
forward to speed up the process of changing a failing school's leadership and turning it into an
academy. Those considered to be "coasting" - not performing as well as they could be - would also
face being taken over. The bill will also give the education secretary new powers to force local
councils to hand over their responsibilities for adoption to another authority or agency.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (4d)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
Housing Bill
Plans to support home ownership and extend the right-to-buy scheme to 1.3 million social housing
tenants in England feature in a new Housing Bill. Under the plans, housing association tenants will be
able to buy the homes they rent at a discount. There will also be help for first-time buyers, with
200,000 starter homes made available to under-40s at a 20% discount. Both are commitments which
were included in the Conservatives' general election manifesto. The government says the bill will
increase the housing supply and ensure local people have more control over planning.
European Union (Finance) Bill
The purpose of this bill is to give UK approval to the financing aspect of the seven year EU Budget
deal agreed in 2013, which saw a real-terms cut in EU spending. It would preserve the UK's rebate,
and prevent new EU-wide taxes to finance EU spending, the government says
... and what is not in the Queen's Speech?
Although it appears in the Queen's Speech, there is no legislation, either in full or draft form, on a
British Bill of Rights. Instead, ministers will consult on the pros of replacing the Human Rights Act
with a new legal framework of rights and responsibilities.
There is no mention of any plan to repeal the ban on hunting of wild mammals with hounds, in
force since 2005. Ministers have suggested MPs will be given an opportunity to decide on the matter
by 2020, and will be given a free vote.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5a)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
EU Referendum Bill
This will pave the way for an in/out referendum on Britain's membership of the European Union.
David Cameron has promised to renegotiate Britain's relationship with the 28-member bloc and put
it to a public vote by 2017 at the latest. There is speculation it could be held as early as autumn
2016.
Full Employment and Welfare Benefits Bill
This bill, as the name would suggest, is designed to achieve full employment "and provide more
people with the security of a job". The aim is for two million more jobs and three million new
apprenticeships to be created. Ministers will be required to report annually to Parliament on their
progress. The legislation will also implement a planned reduction in the welfare cap - from £26,000
to £23,000, and freeze working-age benefits, tax credit and child benefit for two years. As part of the
government's welfare reforms, young people will be required to "earn or learn", with automatic
entitlement to housing benefit for 18-21-year-olds scrapped.
Childcare Bill
A Childcare Bill will include measures to help working people "by greatly increasing the provision of
free childcare". Under the proposals, parents in England would be entitled to 30 hours a week of
free childcare for their three- and four-year-olds, for 38 weeks of the year. Currently, they are
entitled to 570 hours of free early education or childcare a year, which works out as 15 hours each
week over the 38-week period.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5b)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
Housing Bill
Plans to support home ownership and extend the right-to-buy scheme to 1.3 million social housing
tenants in England feature in a new Housing Bill. Under the plans, housing association tenants will be
able to buy the homes they rent at a discount. There will also be help for first-time buyers, with
200,000 starter homes made available to under-40s at a 20% discount. Both are commitments which
were included in the Conservatives' general election manifesto. The government says the bill will
increase the housing supply and ensure local people have more control over planning.
Energy Bill
Measures will be introduced to "increase energy security" and ensure there will be "affordable and
reliable energy for businesses and families". The government proposes to establish the Oil and Gas
Authority as an independent regulator, charged with regulation of domestic oil and gas recovery. It
would transfer responsibility for giving consent for any large onshore wind farms in England and
Wales from Whitehall to local planning authorities.
Immigration Bill
The government is promising to "control immigration" and put "hard-working British families first".
Its Immigration Bill is designed to support working people, clamp down on illegal immigration and
protect public services. Specifically, it will include a new offence of illegal working - with police given
the power to seize the wages paid to illegal workers as the "proceeds of crime". There are also
proposals to deal with unscrupulous landlords and to evict illegal migrants more quickly, while all
foreign criminals awaiting deportation will be fitted with satellite tracking tags. It will also become
an offence for businesses and recruitment agencies to hire abroad without first advertising in the UK
- a policy which featured prominently in Labour's election manifesto - and a new enforcement
agency will be set up to tackle what the prime minister called "the worst cases of exploitation"
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5c)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
HS2 Bill
The government is pressing ahead with legislation that will eventually enable work to start on the
£50bn HS2 high-speed rail link. Legislation which will give the government the legal powers to
construct and operate the London to Birmingham first phase of HS2 is going through Parliament. If it
progresses smoothly, it should receive Royal Assent around the end of 2016, with work beginning on
the project in 2017, with a finishing date of 2026.
Scotland Bill
The government will press ahead with further Scottish devolution as part of plans to deliver "a
strong and lasting constitutional settlement". The Scottish Parliament will be given new tax and
welfare powers, under the proposals. It follows the recommendations of the Smith Commission on
Scottish devolution.
Extremism Bill
This includes measures to tackle broadcasting of extremist material. The government wants to
strengthen the watchdog, Ofcom, so that it can take action against channels that transmit extremist
content. The legislation will also propose the introduction of banning orders for extremist
organisations who use hate speech in public places, but whose activities fall short of proscription. A
new power to allow police and local authorities to close down premises used to support extremism
will also feature. And employers will be able to check whether an individual is an extremist and
barring them from working with children.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5d)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
Investigatory Powers Bill
"New legislation will modernise the law on communications data," the speech said. An Investigatory
Powers Bill will revive plans to give intelligence agencies new tools to target communications data branded a "snooper's charter" by critics. The government says it will equip the police intelligence
agencies with the tools to keep people safe.
line
Trade Unions Bill
The main elements of the Bill are a 50% voting threshold for union strike ballot turnouts, and a
requirement that 40% of those entitled to vote must back action in essential public services - health,
education, fire and transport. Time limits will also be introduced on a mandate following a ballot for
industrial action. The government says the aim is to ensure that strikes are the result of "clear,
positive and recent decisions" by union members as well as ensuring that disruption to essential
public services has a democratic mandate. There will also be the introduction of "a transparent optin process for the political fund element of trade union subscriptions", along the lines of the
Northern Ireland system.
Education and Adoption Bill
This bill is designed to raise standards in schools. Under the plans, new powers would be brought
forward to speed up the process of changing a failing school's leadership and turning it into an
academy. Those considered to be "coasting" - not performing as well as they could be - would also
face being taken over. The bill will also give the education secretary new powers to force local
councils to hand over their responsibilities for adoption to another authority or agency.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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British Politics – The Queen’s Speech (5e)
Another lesson by Adam R. Mathews

Every year, the Queen opens parliament by giving a speech in the House of Lords in which she
outlines her government’s policies for the upcoming parliament. 2015 sees a wholly-Conservative
government for the first time in nearly 20 years, and their programme of action is comprehensive
and radical. Below are some of the bills which are scheduled to go through parliament during this
sitting:
Read through the legislation. What are the aims of these policies and how will they be implemented?
Are there things you like and things you don’t? Which of these policies do you think is most
interesting. Read it to your classmates then listen to their policies and consider what you think of
them.
European Union (Finance) Bill
The purpose of this bill is to give UK approval to the financing aspect of the seven year EU Budget
deal agreed in 2013, which saw a real-terms cut in EU spending. It would preserve the UK's rebate,
and prevent new EU-wide taxes to finance EU spending, the government says
... and what is not in the Queen's Speech?
Although it appears in the Queen's Speech, there is no legislation, either in full or draft form, on a
British Bill of Rights. Instead, ministers will consult on the pros of replacing the Human Rights Act
with a new legal framework of rights and responsibilities.
There is no mention of any plan to repeal the ban on hunting of wild mammals with hounds, in
force since 2005. Ministers have suggested MPs will be given an opportunity to decide on the matter
by 2020, and will be given a free vote.
From the BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32898443
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